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Abstract

Hong Kong has long been using high stakes examinations in the education system.
High stakes tests are product-oriented which is less helpful for learning. In recent
years in particular, Hong Kong would like to make a change to its examination system.
The government sees that school-based assessment (SBA) can bring about many
educational benefits. It can help reduce examination pressure and helps improve
teaching and learning. Subsequently, a much wider use of SBA has recently been
added to the assessment system as one important aspect of the assessment reform. The
new initiatives have been received by the education sector in different ways. A study
was thus conducted to understand how teachers responded to the new initiatives.
About a hundred secondary school teachers were invited to complete a questionnaire.
Analysis of the quantitative data revealed that teachers generally felt that SBA was
beneficial to teaching and learning. However, the qualitative data showed that
teachers perceived a lot of difficulties associated with SBA. To make SBA in Hong
Kong a success, a lot of issues will need to be addressed. These will be reported and

discussed during the presentation.

































Rita Berry

Quarterly, 9(3), 225-229.
Cheng, F. (2002). Report on education in China: Problems and solutions (In Chinese).

Beijing: China Social Science Publishing Co.

Education Commission (EC). (2000). Learning for life learning through life, reform
proposals for the education system in Hong Kong. Retrieved November 28, 2006,
from http://www.e-c.edu.hk/eng/reform/annex/Edu-reform-eng.pdf

Fung, A., Broadfoot, P., & Cheung, D. (1998). Review of public examination system in
Hong Kong: Final report. Hong Kong: Hong Kong Baptist University.

Hall, K., & Harding, A. (2002). Level descriptions and teacher assessment in England:

towards a community of assessment practice. Educational Research, 44(1),
1-15.

Hill, P. W. (2005). School-based assessment: Why is it important for Hong Kong?
Paper presented at the Public Seminar Moderation in school-based assessment:
What can we learn from Australian experience?, Hong Kong: Hong Kong
Institute of Education.

Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority. (2005). Senior secondary
education and higher education — Examination and assessment. Retrieved
November 28, 2006, from Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority
Web site: http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/doc/isd/334_eng_20050524.htm

Hong Kong Examination and Assessment Authority. (2006). Retrieved November 28,

2006, from http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/doc/sd/sba_intro_c_eng.pdf

IBM. (2003). Strategic review of Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority.
Retrieved November 28, 2006, from Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority Web site: http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/doc/isd/Strategic_Review.pdf

Strauss, A. L. & J. Corbin (1990) Basics of Qualitative Research: Grounded Theory
Procedures and Techniques. Newbury Park, California: Sage Publications.

Yung, B. H. W. (2001). Three views of fairness in a school-based assessment scheme
of practical work in biology. International Journal of Science Education, 23(10),
985-1005.

12



